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THEREFORE SAITH HE UNTO THEM, THE HARVEST TRULY IS GREAT, BUT THE LA- 
BORERS ARE FEW: PRAY YE THEREFORE THE LORD OF THE HARVEST, THAT HE WOULD 
SEND FORTH LABORERS UNTO HIS HARVEST, 

Tue lapse of neariy two thousand years since these words were 
uttered by our Lord, as might have been expected, has made a great 
change in the condition of mankind ; but not such as materially to af- 
fect their applicability to the present state of the world or the pre- 
sent duty of Christians. Let us then proceed, under the sanction of 
their general tenor, to consider the character of the field of useful- 
ness which Providence presents to us ; the amount of human instru- 
mentalities at hand for its cultivation; and the necessity of seeking 
the heavenly blessing upon the whole. 

1.—* The field is the world.” So Scripture declares, and every 
one who bows to its authority, believes. Our Church, met together 
by her representatives in highest council, has set to her seal that 
the sentiment is true, holy and divine. For convenience, and that 
alone, a distinction is made between Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sions; and the man who has caught the spirit of Him who, with 
authority, declared the field to be the world, will know no other 
ground for the distinction ; even as in the choice of his particular 
sphere of labor, he will know no controlling motive, but the “op- 
portunity” afforded of doing good. 

In describing the domestic portion of this field, some are disposed 
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to draw rather a gloomy picture of the state of society amongst us 
as a sphere of benevolent exertion ; and it is not to be wondered at 
that the Christian, taking counsel of his own heart, should be tempted 
to dip his pencil in dark colors. He experiences, in his better mo- 
ments, something of the peace and joy of believing, and hence is 
enabled to conceive how fair would be the aspect of the world, if 
religion, in its purity and power, filled every heart, and were kept 
in constant exercise. But this ideal,—how widely it differs from the 
sad reality! ‘The contrast is so great, that he hastily concludes the 
actual state of things must be very bad indeed, and the prospect 
even worse. When, in addition to this, he reads of the first Chris- 
tian Pentecost, and the great grace which was then upon all the con- 
verts; and stretches his view forward, and in the pages of prophecy 
discovers the glorious things that await us, when Satan shall be 
bound, and stript of his power to deceive ; when righteousness shall 
flow like a river, and the influences of the Spirit so prevail, that, to 
use the strong language of Zachariah, “ holiness to the Lord shall be 
inscribed on the bells of the horses, and there shall be no more the Ca- 
naanite in the house of the Lord of Hosts ;’—when with this glorious 
future and glorious past he compares the present dull realities, he is 
ready to think that our age must have no soundness in it,—must be 
utterly rotten and out ofjoint. But such thoughts, however natural 
and excusable, are delusive. If they were true, it would not mate- 
rially affect our present object, which is to show what incitements 
we have to benevolent exertion, for they that are whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick. But are they not in a measure 
delusive? Is not the condition of our country more encouraging 
than this? 

Look for a moment at this harvest field, how thick it stands, how 
far and wide it extends. We have a teeming population. In addi- 
tion to natural increase, foreigners from almost every European na- 
tion are coming in tens of thousands to our shores, many of them 
almost as ignorant of the pure truth of the Gospel as the heathen 
to whom we send out Missionaries. Access to these multitudes, 
both native and foreign, if sought diligently and in the spirit of love, 
is found most readily. Toleration is here, thank God, complete. 
As in the exercise of the right of private judgment, men may err 
as they please ; so, in the exercise of the same right, men may cor- 
rect these errors, so far as it can be done by argument and persua- 
sion—the weapons which the Apostles used. Never in any land has 
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the Gospel had such “free course”: God grant it may be equally 
“ glorified !” And whilst we have a growing population, and free 
access to them, to bless them is, indirectly, to bless the world. It 
may be safely said, not in the spirit of political gasconade, nor of a 
wild and godless speculation, but of a matter-of-fact and Christian 
philosophy, that the American people is destined largely to affect 
the condition of the world for better or for worse. Christians in 
this land stand by a fountain of influence to all mankind, second only 
to one other; and their calling and duty is to be occupied diligently 
in casting into the waters the salt of pure Scripture truth. 

Nor are the people indisposed to hearken to those who would 
bring them under the influence of the truth. Notwithstanding the 
infidelity that stalks abroad, the worldliness and radicalism, and oc- 
casionally the “contempt of clergy,” which are witnessed; not- 
withstanding the opposite extremes of superstition on the one hand, 
and the enthusiasm on the other, and the fraud and delusion on both, 
which are justly complained of; it is believed that the mass of the 
people is not, socially speaking, by any means unsound at the core. 
A most pleasing indication of this, regard it which way you will, 
is the rebuke recently given by the representatives of the people to 
the proposition for dispensing with the forms of religion in our Na- 
tional Congress. In estimating cur moral condition, allowance 
should be made for the fact, that no people under the sun “ think 
aloud” so much as the people of these United States, or act under 
so few conventional restraints. Notwithstanding the unfavorable 
appearances which this may sometimes occasion, there is, I believe, 
a profound and general respect for religion among them. Preachers 
of the Gospel, those of our Church especially, are treated with 
respect as such ; and in addition to this, each man as he is known, 
according to his worth. I speak especially of the West, our chief 
Missionary ground in the home department. If rough and blunt 
at times, and little used at any time to much outward ceremony, 
there is still a hearty respect for the things of God, and for sterling 
ministerial character. Tio meet them on the great thoroughfares, 
in steamboats, stage coaches and railroad cars, is not the way to get 
at a right judgment in this particular, though even there the spirit I 
speak of willbe seen. Let the minister be settled amongst them 
long enough to be known, let him preach faithfully and live as he 
preaches, and he will be appreciated. He may not even then be as 
secure in his tenure of a worldly provision, as he who stands upon 
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a legal endowment; but the foundation will be abundantly secure 
for him who is content to live and walk by faith, and at all events, 
better, as I believe, for both parties where both are fallible. It is 
not enough, however, that the minister come among them with le- 
gitimate authority to preach, and that he do preach in an orthodox 
way. If he would do good he must be a man of strong sympathies, 
both with the Gospel and the people. Whilst he remembers cease- 
lessly Who has sent him, he must cherish the warmest fellow-feel- 
ing for those to whom he is sent : indeed, this feeling should have its 
root in the authority, example and grace of Him by whom he claims 
to besent. Like the Saviour, he should mingle with an open, kind, 
indulgent and humble temper amongst the people. He must throw 
himself among them in the spirit of St. Paul in Melita,—in the spirit 
of St. Paul, indeed, wherever he went preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom: he must become all things to all men, that if by any means 
he may save some. Like all wise and successful Missionaries eve- 
rywhere, he must come, not to contemn or slight, but to respect and 
condescend; not to preach himself, directly or indirectly, but Christ 
Jesus the Lord, and himself, the people’s servant, for Jesus’ sake. 
He must not yield to the growing temptation to forget that “ minis- 
ter” means “ servant.” He should also be a man capable of think- 
ing and judging for himself, and willing that others should have the . 
same talent and exercise the same privilege. He should be able to 
give a reason for the hope that is in him, both from the treasures of 
his knowledge and from the experience of his heart. Above all, he 
should let the light of true honesty and sincerity before God and 
man shine through his life. ‘The people he has to deal with are open, 
generous and sagacious, and cannot fail to understand and appre- 
ciate his character according to its real worth. Sucha man, there- 
fore—one who holds, preaches, feels, lives, the “ truth as it is in Je- 
sus,” and has unfailing confidence in that truth, in the hands of the 
Spirit of truth,—has before him, in the West, a field of spiritual hus- 
bandry white unto the harvest. 

When we turn our eyes to the foreign department of labour, the 
harvest spread out before us would seem to be yet more plenteous, 
and to call most urgently for the sickle of the reaper. There js 
Texas, lying on our borders, and scarcely foreign except in govern- 
ment, which needs much assistance at our hands. Many thoughtful 
persons in that country deeply feel their great spiritual destitution, 
and their cry is, “ Come over and help us.” There are many more, 
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indeed, who have no such feeling ; but that removes them not beyond 
the range of our dutiful regards. To the Christian’s ear, the cry of 
their unconscious need is not the less loud and startling. But how- 
ever it may be with individuals, and in reference to individual wants, 
society as such, and as a whole, is in great need, and virtually asks 
the boon which Christians alone can give. With the sagacity of an 
intelligent selflove, with the clear practical insight of men who have 
lived under our own happy constitution, and know how much, for 
its origin and preservation to this hour, it is indebted to the religion 
of the Bible; they feel,—feel more than they think, and much more 
than they express,—that a “ representative democracy” can no more 
endure without it at the present day, than the human body without 
nourishment. They may undervalue Christianity in its relations to 
another world, but still they cannot help seeing that political wel- 
fare, social stability, and peace, security for person, property, and 
good name, are inseparably connected with it—Viewing them so- 
cially and individually, then, moved by their necessities not realized, 
and by their wants plainly avowed, we are called upon promptly 
and energetically to enter on this field of plenteous harvest. 

The same remarks apply, very much, to the continent of Africa, 
with the additional consideration, that more than any other part of 
the world it claims the kind and Christian offices of this country. 
Her uncounted millions may be pronounced ready to receive the 
Gospel. They may not, indeed, understand its excellency ; we may 
say of them that “they know not what they ask,”’—alas! we our- 
selves but imperfectly apprehend and appreciate the riches of that 
grace of which we are such abundant partakers ;—but still they see 
it to be a blessing. The recent difficulties in which our Mission- 
aries have been involved, are proof of this. The Africans attribute 
to the Gospel and its adjuncts the superiority of the white man; and 
though the adults among them are conscious, as we are informed, 
that they are too old to be lifted up out of the national degradation, 
they are willing and anxious that their little ones be taken in hand, 
and by Christian instruction elevated to that point which themselves 
despair of reaching. There is but one discouraging obstacle in the 
way of blessing Africa, and that is the climate, so uncongenial to the 
white man’s constitution. But, as has been said, even to the thou- 
sandth time, that is no obstacle to avarice and cruelty. Would to 
God it were; for then would cease that stain on Christendom, that 
disgrace to the civilized world, that plague-spot in the history of 
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modern times, that foulest and rankest of all offences before High 
Heaven, the African slave-trade. But no: this obstacle, strength- 
ened as it is by the risk of confiscation of property, and in some 
cases of the pirate’s fate, does not check this love of money, this 
thirst of rapine.—But neither, on the other hand, can it check and 
smother pure Christian love, such as burned in the breasts of the 
Apostles and their fellow-laborers. We find not one word upon the 
subject of unhealthy climate from the first heralds of the Cross, not 
even in St. Paul’s formal enumeration of his sufferings. The con- 
straining love of Christ swallowed up such considerations as minor and 
unimportant. They found in their hearts nothing to balk at such an 
obstacle; for they found in the commission under which they acted, 
not one word to warrant fear. “ Go ye into ail the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature.” This commission they took in the 
most literal sense; they entertained no exceptions for insalubrious 
climate. Wherever fallen man in his generations might happen to 
wander, thither they thought the Missionary should follow, whether 
to the snowy regions of the north or the sunburnt shores of Africa. 
As an offset to all dangers, whether from ignorant barbarism, or 
irreligious civilization, or unhealthy climate, they considered quite 
sufficient that blessed promise, “ Lo! I am with you always.” And 
to any spirit of any age that can take vigorous hold of this and simi- 
lar promises of God’s word, itis enough. To such a spirit all things 
are ready in Africa, and the only question will be, “ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me todo?’ At least, until the inhabitants are provided 
witha native ministry, who can do the work and yet endure the 
climate, nothing will appal it. And this is neither mere history or 
mere imagination. Thanks be to God, we have living examples of 
this spirit amongst us. The brethren in Africa have proved that 
they thus do “not count their lives dear unto them, so that they might 
finish their course with joy, and the ministry which they have received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the Gospel of the grace of God.” And 
they will have their reward; in due season they will reap, if they 
faint not. Many souls will be given them as seals of their ministry, 
and crowns of their rejoicing. Ethiopia, Africa, is already stretch- 
ing forth her hands unto God. 

And what shall I say of China ?—a country of such a population, 
that if it were the only field now inviting Christian enterprise, it 
might give full occupation to all Protestant Christendom for a long 
time to come. By one of those providential dispensations which 
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clearly evince the ruling hand of the God of nations, and show how 
he can make the wrath of man to praise him, this people, so lately 
and so long divided from the rest of mankind by an insurmountable 
partition-wall, are now made accessible; and the very event which 
has opened the door to the Missionary, has prepared them to listen 
to his message, by teaching them the painful lesson that “ barba- 
rians” may be as wise as they. 

It has been often said, with a view to disparage our holy religion, 
that it has never yet made the entire conquest of a people by moral 
means alone ; but that physical force has been always employed, in 
the first instance to open the way, or at some subsequent stage to 
complete the triumph. Though we dispute the fact thus broadly 
stated, yet even if it were so, it is no disparagement to Christianity, 
however much a disgrace to those who profess it. Christianity so 
elevates, in all the privileges and powers of civilization, every nation 
by which her doctrines are embraced in any form, that when a na- 
tion comes in collision with a heathen people, whether through the 
folly of the latter or her own criminal ambition, she must almost ne- 
cessarily vanquish her opponent. But though Christianity thus con- 
fers superiority, she forbids the abuse of it; and when it is abused 
therefore, all that can be said is, that many enjoy her gifts who dis- 
obey her precepts. “Whatever be the bearing of these remarks on 
the case in hand, as a matter of fact, China has been opened by the 
force of a Christian nation, and it is for them and us to improve the 
opportunity of usefulness thereby afforded in a Christian way. If 
the sentiments of men were now as they once were, that same force 
would proceed to impose the religion of the victors on the vanquish- 
ed; but, God be praised, these times are gone by. It remains, 
therefore, that Christians, through the blessing of God, endeavor to 
convince them of the excellency of the Gospel, and its adaptation to 
the wants of fallen man, and lead them to adopt it from free convic- 
tion. We have proved that we can do them harm: let us show that 
we have the heart to do them good. That they are prepared to 
receive our kind offices, there cannot be a doubt. Before the war, 
they listened, as our strong-hearted Missionary has testified, with 
attention and respect to the preaching of the Gospel; and any hos- 
tile feeling obec by that event, and liable to be transferred to 
the religion of the conquerors, will be more than countervailed by 
the consciousness of inferiority thereby also produced. The Chi- 
nese have intelligence enough to distinguish between the principles 
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of religious teachers and the practices of warriors. Much might 
also be said, as an incitement to hope for great things, of the preva- 
lence of education in that country, and the access thereby afforded 
at once through the press to the whole male population. The slight 
hold which idolatry has upon their affections, might also be named ; 
—a particular in their case which seems to be unparalleled in the 
history of heathenism. And so, various other circumstances of en- 
couragement in the condition of this people might be added. But 
we care not, ina high spiritual matter like this, to weigh earthly 
influences and consequent human probabilities in a delicate balance. 
Our faith has a much firmer foundation, and our duty is indicated in 
amore certain way. It is enough for these purposes to know, that 
on the continent of Asia, within the bounds of one empire, there are 
some three hundred millions of souls, who, Scripture would lead us 
to fear, may be perishing for lack of that knowledge which we pos- 
sess, and that it is in our power to impart it to them in greater or 
less degree. This, I say, is enough. It constitutes China a portion 
of that field which Providence has opened before us ; and truly it is 
both plenteous and ripe.—Here, if anywhere, we may adopt the Sa- 
viour’s language: “ Behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes and look 
on the fields, for they are white unto the harvest.” 

Similar statements might be made in regard to other portions of 
the globe as missionary ground; but these must suffice. The 
“ world” is literally before us, and every part of it seems to invite 
our labor. 

2.—But let us look at the instrumentalities we possess for the 
performance of this work. It may be said, that though the harvest 
is plenteous, the laborers, according to the text, are few; and that 
therefore, while the prospect of the former is calculated to arouse 
our energies, the view of the latter is equally depressing to our 
hopes. Yes, when the Saviour spoke these words, the laborers 
were few, very few; and to one who did not reflect on the power 
of Him with whom is “the residue of the spirit,” it must have 
seemed a vain thing to attempt with so few the regeneration of the 
world. But since that time the company of the preachers has 
vastly increased ; they were then to be counted by tens, but now 
by tens of thousands: so that this part of the text is not so applica- 
ble in the present day. And when we reflect what was done in 
the life-time of the “ few” to whom the Saviour’s words had refe- 
rence, we cannot but think, that if their spirit were restored to the 
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Church again, she might, with the multitude of laborers which she 
now possesses and an ordinary measure of blessing, speedily bring 
the world under the influence of Christianity, in profession wholly, 
and in principle in good degree. The resources of the Church 
then, in this view, are abundant in regard to men. But there is 
another view of this matter. Not only are those actually enlisted, 
be their spirit what it may, more numerous than when our Lord 
was upon the earth, but the mass out of which new conscriptions 
are to be made is vastly increased. At the date of the delivery of 
our text, if any man was made a missionary, he must first be made 
a convert: now the converts are many, out of whom missionaries 
may be called. Christian men—and every érue Christian has in him 
the germ of that principle which makes a man a true mission- 
ary,—Christian men are numerous amongst us. In this sense also, 
therefore, the laborers abound. There is some force in this re- 
mark, as it appears to me, especially in application to young 
Christians. 

In every great enterprise, as the planning and counselling 
and directing belong naturally to the aged, so the execution de- 
volves upon those of fewer years. Now of the young there are 
many within the bounds of the Church, our portion of it particular- 
ly, who, I might say, are waiting to have their energies called 
forth and directed to the missionary field. Many are the young men 
of strong heads and warm hearts, and sanctified affections, ready, 
when the matter is properly laid before them, to hear and obey the 
call of the Church, and go wherever the spiritual wants of men may 
seem to require. My own observation would lead me to conclude, 
that there are quite as many, of the character described, ready to 
go forth, as the olden members of the Church, whether clerical or 
laic, in their zeal for the cause, are ready to urge to the duty, or 
even to let go. 

So far as there is a deficiency in the supply of laborers, one chief 
obstacle is the unwillingness of parents to part with their children. 
This is true not only of those who by baptism in their infancy are 
members and merely members of the visible Church, but even of fa- 
thers and mothers who have personally acknowledged themselves 
not their vwn, and have presented themselves to God, their bodies 
and souls, and all that they have, and are, in the most solemn rite of 
our religion. Even they allow their mere natural affection as pa- 
rents, to stand in the way of their Christian duty and privilege. They 
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are unwilling to give up the society of their children, or unwilling 
to see them give up the prospect of comfort, and, it may he, emi- 
nence at home, to go to an obscure and distant corner of the world. 
It is indeed most astonishing that it should be so,—that a follower 
of Christ should desire any thing so much for his children as that 
they should live a missionary life, and be laid, yea, even premature- 
ly, if only worthily, in a missionary grave. One would think it the 
very “joy and crown of rejoicing ” of a Christian parent, thatGod had 
given his child the heart to forsake all for Christ; and that if the la- 
bors of the missionary field, or the insalubrity of the climate, or any 
other peril by land or by sea, should send him “ before his time” to 
heaven, it would be more than sufficient consolation for that parent 
through the rest of his own earthly pilgrimage, though made lonely 
and sad thereby, to reflect that he had one waiting him above, 
who had travelled thither by the way Apostles trod. As he 
professes to count Christ more “ precious” than all things else, one 
would think his first desire would be that his child should be able 
cheerfully to leave futher and mother, brothers and sisters, and all 
other objects of affection on the earth, from love to Christ and those 
for whom Christ died. Oh the gross inconsistency! A Christian 
parent holding back his child from the most Christian form of life ! 
One who has by solemn profession given his very heart unto the 
Lord, refusing to surrender his child, even though he testifies that 
the Lord has called him, and that he feels ready, like the youthful 
Samuel in the temple, to reply : “ Speak Lord, thy servant heareth !” 
Yes, this is a great inconsistency—a sore evil. One of the severest 
rebukes ever uttered by the tender and compassionate Jesus, was 
directed against this spirit. In the passage referred to, the words 
are addressed indeed to the son, but they fall most heavily on the 
parent. On a certain occasion a disciple whom our Saviour had 
called to follow him, excused himself by the plea: “Lord, suffer me 
first to go and bury my father,”’—a sufficient plea on the principles 
of the mere natural man, or of a carnal Christianity. But what was 
the answer? “Jesus said unto him, Follow me, and let the dead 
bury their dead.” —We judge no man: what are we that we should 
judge another man’s servant? But in view of these words, may 
not professing Christian parents be urged to inquire, whether, when 
they keep back their children from the missionary field, they do 
not betray some of that “deadness” to God and eternal things, 
which is here condemned ; whether they are not deficient in that 
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all-absorbing view of Christ and his glory, that entire devotion to 
his kingdom and cause, which are here insisted on ?—The children 
of this world might shame such children of light. Patriotism has of- 
ten accomplished for others, what their religion cannot do for them. 
During the Revolutionary war, a traveller came to the hut of a 
poor widow, and found her at her door busily occupied with her 
needle. He had been informed that she had a family of sons full 
grown, but he knew nothing more. As in the warmth of his patri- 
otism he ventured to urge, that in the then pending struggle for 
civil rights and national existence, nothing should be kept back, 
that though in widowhood she ought not to withhold her sons from 
the service of her country ; her quiet answer was, that two had al- 
ready gone to the wars and perished, and she was now making 
garments for the third and last, that he also might go,—she could 
only hope not to perish !|--We are commanded to make to ourselves 
friends of the Mammon of unrighteousness: might not the Christian 
parents we have been speaking of, take a lesson from the patriotism 
of the world? 

But these Christian parents justify themselves by the plea, that 
there is enough for their sons to do at home, and that the increased 
precariousness of life consequent upon going abroad, is a sufficient 
counterpoise to the enlarged prospect of usefulness in the foreign 
field. They forget that it is a delicate and dangerous thing to in- 
terfere with the purposes of one who thinks God has called him to 
the work, and who avows that the love of Christ and the souls of 
men constrains him, when there is no good reason for questioning 
his motives. They forget also, that, as of old, the blood of the 
martyrs was the seed of the Church, so is now the death of the 
faithful and self-denying missionary. ‘The same may be said of his 
life. He that labors abroad, is laboring also at home. Whatever 
his direct influence on the objects of his immediate charge, his reflex 
influence on Christians at home, in the present state of the Church, 
is quite as great,—often greater. Had Henry Martyn remained in 
England, he would not improbably, all his days, have been “ buried 
alive” in some curacy, known only personally, and by his influence, 
to the few souls converted by his preaching. Being sent abroad, 
he became as a city set upon a hill, and a light of the world. It 
was not so much his talents, great as they undoubtedly were, that 
made him so useful and so memorable, but rather his peculiar field 
of labor. Who can estimate the good his Memoirs have done to 
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the ministry and the Church at large? How many youths has it 
inspired with a pure, spiritual thirst for the work of the ministry! 
How many ministers, doing their work in a slack and secular man- 
ner, has it shamed into repentance and works meet for repentance! 
What an impulse has it given to the personal religion of our reading 
laymen, showing them what the constraining love of Christ can do, 
when felt in the fulness of its power!—-If the parents of Henry 
Martyn were Christians, and if they are now permitted to look 
down from Heaven, and see the abundant fruits of their son’s minis- 
try on earth,—oh, how do they rejoice, that he was enabled to sun- 
der the ties which bound him to old England, and go forth, with so 
few even to understand his high principles of action; that he lived 
in such obscurity, that he labored in such bodily weakness, that he 
travelled in such suffering, that he died so forsaken! They thank 
God for it all. They see, they feel that his light afflictions, which 
were but for a moment, wrought out a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory,—glory in the sense of bliss for him and the 
souls saved through his means, and glory in the sense of honor for 
Christ, to whom all religious honor is exclusively due. Yes, and if 
parents amongst us had faith, they would see the case of their own 
children in the same light; would rejoice to find them willingly of- 
fering themselves even for the most perilous and obscure portion of 
the missionary field ; yea, would pray the Lord to put it into their 
hearts to go without any conference with flesh and blood. Give 
parents faith,—I was going to say, as a grain of mustard seed,—but 
at least, let them taste largely of the good Word of God, let them 
feel deeply the powers of the world to come, and one main obstacle 
to an overflowing supply of missionaries would be removed. In 
such a state of things, our families, our congregations, our theologi- 
cal seminaries, would be found full of aspirants to this holy calling. 
—As it is, have they not generally appeared when asked for? Have 
the authorities of the Church ever yet sought for them diligently, 
and in vain ? 

And as, in this aspect of the matter, it may be said that men 
abound, so, we may say, do means. The resources of the Church 
have never yet been put in full requisition. Untold treasures are 
ready to be appropriated to this cause. Nor do I mean that the 
silver and gold are in the hills, waiting the operation of the miner: 
they are already dug out, coined, circulated, and in the hands of the 
members of our Church. What is better still, there is a disposition 
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to give; such as often outruns the disposition to ask on the part 
of those whose duty it is to “ charge them who are rich,” in this par- 
ticular ; and sometimes exceeds the disposition to use the gift on the 
part of those who should plan, and those who should execute, Chris- 
tian enterprises. It does not appear from the practice of Apostolic 
times, or from the subsequent history of the Church, that charity, 
in the form of money given, is by any means the most difficult ex- 
ercise of that divine and heavenly virtue. At the present day it 
exists in due proportion. It may occasionally slumber, but is readily 
awaked and called forth. 

We have recently seen in the public prints comparative tables of 
the charitable donations of Christians of our own and other com- 
munions, in which the superiority is awarded to us, in regard to 
missions. I know not whether the data of this calculation are cor- 
rect, or, if they are, whether our charity in this particular is a fair | 
index of our charity in general: nor do Icare much to know. Such 
comparisons are invidious, and quite as much a temptation to a secu- 
lar rivalry, as an incitement to an unselfish beneficence. We are 
commanded to look upon the things of others, not to discover a rule 
for liberal giving, but an object of Christian generosity. Our rule is 
given us of God, and is entirely independent of our neighbor’s libe- 
rality or penuriousness. We need not, therefore, to compare our- 
selves with others for this purpose; but we may well compare our- 
selves with others, in order to be the better reminded how abundant 
our resources are. According to our numbers, are we nota wealthy 
body of Christians? Is there a more wealthy one in the United 
States? Do we not surpass them all?—Be this as it may, vast 
treasures are in the possession of Episcopalians, which might, with 
God’s blessing, carry forward the missionary cause to a point of 
prosperity which we have not, in our most sanguine moments, 
dreamt of. 

‘Though I use the term “ treasures,” I do not mean to encourage 
reliance upon the very rich amongst us, only or chiefly, in the case 
of a charity so constantly recurring in its demands ; whatever may 
be expedient in great and occasional efforts. This error has been 
committed in some of our congregations, and ought to be corrected. 
It operates injuriously upon those thus exempted from the Christian 
exercise of giving. 'The revenue, moreover, which comes from the 
self-denial of those in moderate and narrow circumstances, and is 
therefore collected from the many, is a surer, more abundant, and 
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more sacred supply. While we rejoice that Gud puts it into the 
hearts of the rich to give of their abundance, and while we gladly 

testify that many of this class manifestly feel themselves not propri- 
etors, but stewards, and have given most freely, even as the Lord 
has prospered them ; still, in estimating the missionary means of our 
Church, our attention should not be confined to these, but be extended 
rather to those who constitute the bulk of our congregations. ‘The 
Church expects every one to do his duty here ; reliance, in this cause 
especially, should be placed upon the joint contributions of the whole, 
not one excepted. —In view of such a mode of collection, and of the 
disposition to give, which exists in the bosom of the Church, our 
means may be pronounced abundant; and we may say, in reference 
to the work thereby to be accomplished, “the harvest truly is 
great.” 

The same feelings of hope arise when we look at the age to 
which we belong. Here I can only suggest, that besides the _ 
men and means in our Church, other facilities, belonging to this 
nineteenth century, and common to all, are no less encouraging 
to our hearts. We have indeed no gift of tongues, no power of 
working miracles, as in early times; but we have what, with the in- 
fluence of God’s spirit, may be quite as efficient. The Press is as 
the gift of tongues; and by it we can speak with a voice that 
reaches farther and lasts much longer. Men otherwise entirely 
inaccessible, may thereby be approached, and an amount of in- 
formation laid before them, which no miracle of Apostolic times 
could afford.—Besides, miracles, we are aware, cannot of them- 
selves convert, any more than natural means, and their power even 
to convince the judgment may be evaded, as it often was in Scrip- 
ture times. In this respect, the record of these miracles, together 
with the prophecies since fulfilled, and the various circumstantial 
evidences which belong to a “ documentary religion,” are a full and 
adequate compensation for the absence of miracles themselves. 
As regards the efficiency of miracles to command respect for the 
heralds of the cross, and to rivet the too quickly exhausted atten- 
tion of barbarous tribes,—even for that we have, I am inclined to 
believe, a full equivalent, in the vast superiority of Christian civi- 
lization over every other, and, of course, over savage life. And as 
these means of influence are intrinsically excellent and very nu- 
merous, so are the facilities for bringing them to bear upon the 
nations. How readily we can reach them! How free our com- 
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munication with them! Our commerce visits every shore, waft- 
ed by the fleet winds, or impelled by a power even yet more 
swift, because more controllable and sure. And while the 
means of visiting any spot on our globe are thus abundant, 
the international relations existing among men present but few 
obstacles to enterprise. That freedom of intercourse which was 
formerly secured by force of arms, bringing the nations together in 
one vast empire, and under one iron sceptre, is now beginning to be 
attained by the ascendency of reason, and the prevalence of the arts 
of peace.—To say all in a word, it would seem that, in the good 
providence of God, a “highway” has been cast up among the na- 
tions for his servants to go on their errands of love throughout the 
world, and “ for the redeemed of the Lord to return and come to Zion 
with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads.” 

3.—Such then being the facilities, the means, the living agen- 
cies, and the field in which to operate, the question naturally arises 
in every heart, “ what wait we for?” 'I‘here stands the harvest, 
white, ripe, and abundant, waving gently in the wind, and inviting 
the sickle of the reaper. There are the implements ready at hand 
wherewith to gather this harvestin. There are the men, may I not say, 
standing idle in the market-places, prepared to endure the hardest 
labor, the hottest sun, the greatest perils. All things are ready: 
what wait we for ?—It does indeed seem that outward circumstan- 
ces could hardly be more favorable for the evangelization of the 
world than they are. If the work is ever to be accomplished by 
human agencies, why not now? Why, in such a state of things, is 
Messiah’s kingdom, in its power and completeness, so long in com- 
ing 1—why tarry the wheels of his chariot? 

The answer is, that we lack life, light, warmth, love. There are 
the altar, the wood, the sacrifice ; there is the wood set in order on 
the altar; there is the sacrifice laid upon the wood ; all things are 
ready ; we only lack the fire from heaven! Oh, yes, we lack fire 
from heaven ;—not the wildfire of enthusiasm, nor the secular fire 
of a political Christianity, nor the profane fire of denominational 
ambition ; but the fire which the Holy Ghost kindles, and which 
burns in earnest longings to see men truly converted to God, and 
the Saviour truly glorified in their hearts and lives. This is what 
we need, in far larger measure than we have attained. We need 
it for the Church in all her members: for parents, that in the spirit 
of Missions they may dedicate their children to the work, and en- 
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courage them when they show an inclination to it; for the rich, that 
they may give of their abundance, and the poor, that they may give 
of their penury ; for the old, that they may use their influence, and 
for the young, that they may employ their energies; for the laity, 
that they may live, and for the clergy, that they may live and preach 
for this cause ; for all, that they may “ do this one thing—forget the 
things which are behind, and reach forth to the things which are be- 
fore.”—I pretend not to say what we may need in addition, in things 
external and palpable. These matters may call for amendment, or 
they may not: I presume not here to judge; but Ido venture to 
judge, I do feel assured, when I test our condition by the Word of 
God, that infallible touchstone, that our great want is more of the 
mind of Christ;—more pure love to God and-man; and that if we 
only had a large increase of this, our resources would be developed, 
our sleeping energies would be waked, and our whole Church be 
found moving forward in the propagation of the Gospel, at a rate 
compared with which our present progress is but a laggard pace. 

But how can this want be supplied, consisting, as it does, in lack 
of will, and arising, as it does not, from deficiency of light and in- 
struction? Does not its very nature shut the matter up in utter help- 
lessness and hopelessness? Whocan enter the citadel of the human 
will? Were not the Jews left in their impenitence by our blessed 
Lord, with the simple declaration, “ Ye will not come unto me ??— 
Alas for man alone the case is hopeless: he cannot, unaided, con- 
trol himself aright: much less can he control others. He may lay 
truth before them: that is all; but he cannot open men’s hearts ; he 
cannot “ order the unruly wiles and affections of sinful men.” But 
there is a remedy: what is impossible with men is possible with 
God, and to God accordingly the text refers us: “ Pray ye there- 
fore the Lord of the harvest that he would send forth laborers into his 
harvest.” 

In all the emergencies of mankind, our last resort is the throne of 
grace,—our final dependence the spirit of the living God; but in 
the present instance, it is so in a more peculiar manner. ‘Till we 
have reached the one, and besought and depended on the other, we 
have fallen short of the mark, and our labor will prove, for the most 
part, in vain. The text, by implication, tells us, that till we have 
done so, we have no warrant for expecting any thing great or good. 
It is, indeed, a most notable circumstance, that our Lord, in view of 
the extent of the field and the paucity of the laborers, should refer 
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those anxious to see the harvest gathered in, not to any maxims of 
human policy, not to any measures which man might immediately 
apply, not even, primarily and chiefly, to external means of his own 
appointment; but directly to God. And the principle involved in 
this is applicable where the laborers are many as well as few, and 
the means abundant as well as scanty. It teaches that as God can 
save by few, so many cannot save without Him: and that though 
this work is to be done on earth, it must be done from heaven. Our 
Lord would impress upon us, that this is unlike every other under- 
taking in one important respect. In every other, due preparation of 
means, mature counsel and energetic and persevering execution, are 
ordinarily enough: here, he would teach us, all these things, being 
alone, are useless, nay, profane; and that with them there should be 
a direct and constant and devout dependence on the Spirit to give 
them efficiency. Yes, this work of extending the kingdom of Christ 
is altogether peculiar. Man must do the work, but God must have 
the glory: attempted on any other principle, it is sure to fail; and 
this principle is especially embodied and manifested in a spirit of 
prayer,—prayer in secret, prayer in the social circle, prayer in the 
great congregation, prayer for ministers, prayer for the people, 
prayer for Christians at home, prayer for the poor heathen abroad ; 
—that prayer which is the “ soul’s sincere desire,” and which, in our 
ignorance what to pray for as we ought, the Holy Ghost teacheth. 
Without all this, [ am aware, to the eye of sense the cause may 
seem to prosper; but, in fact and truth, it will be, for the most part, 
an utter failure. The visible structure may be raised, but there 
will be little glory in the midst. Converts may be made, but it can 
hardly be to Christ; and, therefore, in such case, it can hardly be 
said that it is God’s kingdom which is extended. But even in refe- 
rence to the external kingdom, little, comparatively, will be done on 
any other principle than that upon which the internal rests for its 
prosperity. And the remark applies with special force to a Protes- 
tant community, as long as it remains Protestant in its spirit. Here 
none of those human expedients, those crafty inventions, those soul- 
destroying doctrines by which funds are so readily accumulated in 
Popish countries for carrying forward the interests of their Church, 
will be tolerated. Neither can there grow up amongst us that se- 
cular partizanship, that mere spirit of proselytism, which, at the cost 
of much personal comfort and pecuniary means, would be willing 
15 


218 THE CHIEF WANT OF THE CHURCH. (July, 


long to sustain the cause. The people, even those who know nothing 
of religion by experience, know too much of the Bible to believe 
that it authorizes such ‘‘ direct taxation;” and for the same reason, 
a Christianity which is upheld rather as ‘a secular or ecclesiastical 
than a spiritual thing, they will not zealously and steadily support. 
Thank God that it is so. It is our glory, that if our Missionary ope- 
rations are permanently and largely successful, it must be in the 
spirit of the Bible. he fact, I think, might be shown by exam- 
ples; but enough. It would appear that, as Protestants, we are 
hedged up by our circumstances, whether our desire is to do good 
to men, or merely to advance our cause, as a Church, against rival 
causes, to much prayer and unceasing dependence upon God. 

In conclusion, it only remains that we acknowledge the genius of 
Protestantism, bow to the spirit of true Christianity, and obey the 
plain precepts of Holy Writ; giving ourselves hereafter to more 
earnest and constant prayer, dictated by a more profound and 
abiding feeling that the work of missions is God’s work, and if done 
at all, must be done by Him. We know indeed that it will be done: 
omniscience and omnipotence are pledged to it; but we know also 
that in reference to the very things thus promised, Jehovah has 
said, “ Yet for this will I be inquired of by the house of Israel to do 
it for them.” The same great lesson is enforced by the Apostles. 
The agencies these men wielded were miraculous; wonders were 
wrought by their hands; foreign languages came to their lips with- 
out learning ; and their minds were so furnished and assisted, that 
they needed not to take thought beforehand what they should 
say, though about to appear before kings and rulers;—yet we 
find that their constant entreaty to the Churches was, “ Brethren, 
pray for us."—Would to God we had more of this spirit! 
This was no counterfeit humility. It was no mere intellectual obe- 
dience to the precept of prayer. It was not a cant-phrase of reli- 
gious intercourse destitute of soul. It was a genuine feeling of in- 
sufficiency ; a heartfelt dependence upon God’s grace ; an inwrought 
conviction that ‘‘neither is he that planteth any thing, nor he that 
watereth, but God that giveth the increase.” 

Could this mind be more generally inspired into Episcopalians, 
causing them to lean less on human agencies and more on the arm 
of the Lord,—to feel less that Missions are our cause and more the 
cause of Christ ;—if such a mind were given us, then, it may be 
without the slightest change in our Missionary organization and ec- 
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clesiastical arrangements, employing the old agencies in the old way, 
our Missions would flourish with new vigor, yea, our whole Church 
throughout all her borders would flourish, as the vegetation of the 
earth after a long drought in spring, when the soft, warm showers 
come down. This remedy going to the root, the cure would be 
radical. All would be life and spontaneity. Aid would not come 
reluctantly. Importunity would not be necessary. Episcopal au- 
thority would not have to be invoked. Touching brotherly love, 
there would be little occasion to write unto the people ; being taught 
of God, it would be only necessary to let them know how the de- 
mand increased, that their liberality might abound more and more. 
Our treasury being kept full, our Missionaries would not be appre- 
hensive about their supplies ; and when Providence opened a new 
door of usefulness, our Committees would not feel their hands tied 
up from the enterprise. Nor would money only abound, but men 
also. Out of the world there would be an abundant supply of all 
things for the Church ; out of the Church for the Ministry ; out of 
the Ministry for Missions. “Here am I, send me,” would be the 
prevailing sentiment of ministers and people. 

Nor would the fruits of such a spirit find narrow limits. God 
thus blessing us, speedily all the ends of the earth would fear him. 
Religion exhibiting such power amongst us, would overflow upon 
others, and change the aspect of society around. The service of 
God would no longer be the by-play of life: it would become the 
absorbing business of all. As in great national crises private interests 
are pushed into the background, so would it be in the matter of re- 
ligion all the time ; and that not because of the slavish fear of an un- 
sprinkled conscience, but because of a free, spontaneous preference 
of God in Christ as “all in all.” Men would flock to the Church as 
doves to their windows. Not now and then, as at present, but con- 
tinually, should we hear the question asked, “ What must I do to be 
saved?” till at length it would become rare again, not because of 
prevailing irreligion or indifference, but because few subjects would 
be left to ask it; all would be “ rejoicing in the Lord, and joying in 
the God of their salvation.” Nor would it terminate at home. The 
influence would circle round; all Christendom would feel it; yea, 
it would be felt to the ends of the earth. Our Missionaries would 
not only go forth in greater numbers, but, what is better, more in 
the strength of the Lord, and in the power of his might. They 
would not be paralysed and saddened by the apprehension that few 
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at home remembered them at the throne of grace. Their hands 
would be held up by prayer, and their labors blessed through the 
grace which intercession had invoked. The word of God in their 
mouths would be mighty, and many would be turned to the Lord. 
The fulness of the Gentiles would be brought in, and all Israel would 
be saved. Saints would unite with angels, rejoicing over the last 
triumph of the Cross, the last sinner saved by grace. Yea, the 
Lord himself would see of the travail of his soul and be satisfied ; 
and then would come that voice out of heaven, “ Behold, the Taber- 
nacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall 
be his people, and God himself shall be with them and be their God.” 
Oh what a glorious vision is this! what a solace to the Christian 
that he is permitted to unroll the volume of prophecy, and read this 
final destiny of our race! What a relief to look away from the 
mournful history of the past, and the not altogether cheerful prospect 
of the present ;--from the deep darkness of heathenism, and the still 
beclouded morning of Christianity, to such a glorious noonday— 
such a holy and happy issue ! 

And why not expect these things soon? Every thing indicates 
that the time to favor our world is come. Means are in the hands 
of the Church, men are not unwilling to work, the facilities are 
abundant, and God himself stands ready to bless. We want nothing 
but the spirit of prayer to call that blessing down; and this, as I 
believe, we do need, more than any other thing whatsoever. May 
the Lord, then, in mercy “teach us how to pray”!—Amen. 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


BOARD OF MISSIONS. 


NINTH ANNUAL MEETING. 


New-York, June 19th, 1844. 


The Annual Meeting of the Board of Missions of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, was held this 
day, in St. John’s Church, at 5 o’clock, p. m. 

Present: The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of Connecticut, New-York, 
New-Jersey, Maryland, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island; the Rev. 
Messrs. Balch, Bedell, Boyd, Cooke, H. Croswell, Ducachet, Haight, 
Henderson, Irving, McVickar, Mead, Milnor, Potter, Richmond, 
Robertson, Sherwood, Suddards, Van Pelt, and Wainwright; and 
Messrs. De Peyster, Gardiner, Huntington, Lovell, Minturn, Mor- 
gan, Newton, Rogers, Sands, Stanford, Winston, Wolfe, and 
Woolley. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Connecticut, being the senior Bishop 
present, presided. 

At’the request of the presiding officer, the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of 
New-York opened the meeting with prayer. 

The roll having been called, it was, on motion of the Rev. Dr. 
McVickar, f 

Resolved, That the reading of the minutes of the last meeting be 
dispensed with. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Balch, the Board proceeded, in com- 
pliance with the 8d article of the By-Laws, to the appointment of 
a Secretary; and on motion of the same, the Rev. Mr. Van Pelt 
was re-appointed. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-York read a communication 
from the Rev. Mr. Harris, Secretary and General Agent of the Do- 
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mestic Committee, stating that a severe domestic trial prevented his 
attendance at the meeting of the Board. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. McVickar, it was 

Resolved, That a special committee be appointed to examine and 
report whether any vacancies at present exist in this Board. 

The Rev. Dr. McVickar and the Secretary of the Board were 
appointed the committee. 

On motion of the Secretary, it was 

Resolved, That at the service this evening, public notice be given 
of the administration of the Communion to-morrow morning, with 
the usual invitation thereto of all such as shall be religiously and 
devoutly disposed ; and also that the collection at the Offertory will 
be equally divided between the Domestic and Foreign Committees 
of the Board, unless any particular offering be specially designated 


as appropriated by the offerer to either department, or to any par- 
ticular Mission in either. i 


On motion of the same, it was 

Resolved, That when this Board adjourns, it will adjourn to at- 
tend divine service in the Church of the Ascension, at 8 o’clock this 
evening, on occasion of the preaching of the Annual Sermon, and 
to meet in the place of the present meeting to-morrow morning at 
9 o’clock, for the purpose of attending service, and afterwards for 
the transaction of business. 

It having been reported to the Board that the Foreign Committee 
had appointed the Rev. P. P. Irving to fill the vacancy in the office 
of Secretary and General Agent of that body until the present 
meeting of the Board, it was, on motion of the Rev. Dr. McVickar, 

Resolved, That the appointment of the Rev. P. P. Irving, as Sec- 
retary and General Agent of the Foreign Committee, until the pre- 
sent meeting of the Board, be approved by this Board. 

The Rev. Mr. Irving, as Secretary and General Agent of the For. 
eign Committee, presented and read the Annual Report* of that 
body ; which, on motion of the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-York, 
was referred to a special committee of five. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Rhode Island, the Rev. Messrs. Cooke, 
and Boyd, and Messrs. Newton and Lovell, were appointed the 
committee. 


The Rev. Mr. Balch, on behalf of the Secretary and General 
Beles eorinwy 2 Beep Ree oo oy Cae ee ee 
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Agent of the Domestic Committee, presented and read the Annual 
Report* of that body ; which, on motion of the Rt. Rev. the Bishop 
of New-York, was referred to a special committee of five. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, the Rev. Messrs. Mead 
and Suddards, and Messrs. Gardiner and Sands, were appointed the 
committee. 

The Rev. Mr. Balch, on behalf of T. N. Stanford, Esq., Treas- 
urer of the Domestic Committee, presented the Annual Reportt of 
that officer, duly audited; which, on motion of the Rev. Dr. McVickar, 
was referred to a special committee of three. 

Messrs. Newton and Sands, and the Rev. Dr. Ducachet, were ap- 
pointed the committee. 

The Rev. Mr. Irving, on behalf of Dr. J. Smyth Rogers, Treas- 
urer of the Foreign Committee, presented the Annual Report{ of that 
officer, duly audited ; which, on motion of the Rev. Dr. McVickar, 
was referred to a special committee of three. 

Messrs. Gardiner and Lovell, and the Rev. Dr. Robertson. were 
appointed the committee. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Irving, it was 

Resolved, That the standing rule of the Board, directing a Mis- 
sionary meeting to be held on the second evening of its session, be 
dispensed with during the present session. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, the Board adjourned. 


June 20th, 9 o'clock, a. M. 

The Board met. 

Morning prayer was read, by the Rev. J. W. Cooke, assisted by 
the Rev. J. J. Robertson, D.D., who read the Lessons; the Ante- 
Communion service by the Right Rev. the Bishop of New-York, 
assisted by the Right Rev. the Bishop of Maryland, who read the 
Epistle, and the Right Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, who read 
the Gospel ;—the service for the celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
was read by the Right Rev. the Bishop of New-York, who was 
assisted in the distribution of the elements by the Right Rev. the 
Bishops of Connecticut, New-Jersey, and Maryland. 

The religious services having been concluded, the Board pro- 
ceeded to business. 

The following members were present:—The Right Rev. the 
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Bishops of Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Maryland, Massa- 
chusetts, and Rhode Island; the Rev. Messrs. Anthon, Balch, Be- 
dell, Boyd, Cooke, H. Croswell, Ducachet, Haight, Harris, Hender- 
son, Irving, McVickar, Mead, Milnor, Potter, Richmond, Robertson, 
Sherwood, Suddards, Turner, Van Pelt, and Wainwright; and 
Messrs. De Peyster, Gardiner, Huntington, Lovell, Morgan, New- 
ton, Sands, Wharton, Winston, Wolfe, and Woolley.: 

The Right Rev. the Bishop of Connecticut, being the senior bishop 
present, presided. 

The roll having been called, and the minutes of the last meeting 
read, and approved, 

The Secretary presented and read the Report of the Missionary 
Bishop of the North-West ;* which, on motion of the Secretary, was 
referred to the Special Committee to whom was referred the An- 
nual Report of the Domestic Committee. 

A communication was received from the Right Rev. the Bishop 
of Louisiana, in relation to the operations of the Church in Texas ;t 
which, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, was referred to the Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the Annual Report of the Foreign 
Committee. 

The Right Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, as chairman of the 
Committee, to whom it was, at the last annual meeting of the Board, 
referred to consider the scheme of an Indian Mission, offered to the 
Board by the Domestic Committee, presented the following Report: 

The Committee of the Board of Missions, to whom it was referred 
to consider the scheme of an Indian Mission offered to the Board by 
the Domestic Committee, and to report, thereon at the next annual 
meeting, now make their Report. 

They have carefully considered the subject committed to them, 
as well individually as collectively, and most cordially approve the 
project of an Indian Episcopate, and commend it to the energetic 
action of the Church, as the simple discharge of its most bounden 
duty to the native owners of the soil. They also approve, with one 
exception, and recommend its adoption by the Board, the Schemet 


* See Appendix F. +t See Appendix G. 


+ Scueme.—S 1. The “ Indian Territory.” as being now the permanent national home 
of the Red Man, to be recognised and declared by the Church a distinct Episcopal charge, 
under the title of the ‘‘ Indian Diocese.” 

§ 2. The ecclesiastical rights and administration of the Indian Diocese, as involving 
pecuniary circumstances, to be regulated by special canon, 
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of the Indian Diocese proposed by the Domestic Committee. They 
would advise that the fourth section of the proposed scheme be 
stricken out ; on the ground that the plan, if adopted by the General 
Convention, will require a special canon, which might as well com- 
prehend all the details. 

The Committee acknowledge with great satisfaction the generous 
proposal from the diocese of Georgia referred to them, and recom- 
mend its grateful acceptance. They look upon this not only as a 
worthy example, but as an earnest of the hearty co-operation of the 
Church, fully warranting the Board in the fearless prosecution of the 


enterprise proposed. 
G. W. Doane. 


W. R. Wurrrincuam. 
Aurrep Lee. 

B. Dorr. 

G. Emuen Hare. 

G. M. Wuarton. 


Riverside, 12th March, 1844. 


On motion of the Rev. Mr. Balch, it was 

Resolved, That the report be accepted, and that the further con- 
sideration of it be postponed to the triennial meeting of the Board. 

The Rev. Dr. McVickar, as chairman of the Committee to ex- 
amine, and report, whether any vacancies at present exist in this 
Board, reported, that there does not appear to be any vacancy at 
present in the Board. 

The Rev. Dr. Robertson having called the attention of the Board 
to that portion of the last Annual Report of the Foreign Committee, 
on Constantinople, which referred to his retirement from the Mis- 
sionary field, it was, on motion of the Right Rev. the Bishop of 


Maryland, 


§ 3. A Bishop for the same to be elected in the same manner as the Missionary Bishops, 
and consecrated so soon as one may be found fitted and willing for this arduous charge, 
and content to devote his energies through life to the spiritual interests of his red breth- 
ren, with provision for an Assistant in case of necessity. 

The manner and conditions of election of such Assistant to be also provided for by the 
canon regulating the Indian Diocese. : 

§ 4. The Bishop thus chosen to be ecclesiastically independent of the Board of Mis- 
sions, yet holding such voluntary connection and correspondence with it as the needs of 
his Diocese may require. and reporting to and through it accordingly. 

§ 5, The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee to be instructed to open with the Church 
a special account for Indian Missions, tobe entitled “The Indian Branch Treasury,” and 
in all his reports to distinguish the items of the same from general receipts and expenditure. 

17 * 
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Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to investigate 
the past proceedings of the Board, with relation to the Mission to 
Constantinople. 

The Right Rev. the Bishop of Maryland, the Rev. Dr. Mead, the 
Rev. Dr. Potter, and Messrs. Newton, and Wharton, were appointed 
the Committee. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris presented and read the following Annual 
Joint Report of the Secretaries and General Agents of the two Com- 
mittees, as Editors of the Spirit of Missions, on the condition of that 
periodical.* 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, it was 

Resolved, That when this Board adjourns, it will adjourn to meet 
at 6 o'clock this afternoon. 

The Rev. Mr. Harris, Secretary and General Agent of the Do- 
mestic Committee, submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That it is expedient that the salary of Missionary 
Bishops in the Domestic field, be hereafter fixed at $1000 per an- 
num, their postage, and travelling expenses within their respective 
jurisdictions, being paid by the Board. 

The Rev. Mr. Cooke moved to postpone the consideration of this 
resolution until the next triennial meeting, which was negatived. 

Mr. Gardiner moved to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Pending the consideration of this resolution, the Rev. Dr. Mead 
moved to adjourn, which was lost. 

The question being then taken on Mr, Gardiner’s resolution, it 
was carried. 

The Rev. Dr. Croswell asked leave to lay the following resolu- 
tion on the table, which was granted : 

Resolved, That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire, and 
report to the next triennial meeting of the Board, as to the expe- 
diency of taking further measures for extending the circulation of 
“The Spirit of Missions,” and such other periodicals as may be 
published under the sanction of the Church. 


6 o'clock, pv. . 
The Board met. 


Present: The Right Rev. the Bishops of New-York, New- 
Jersey, Maryland, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island; the Rev. 


* See Appendix C. 
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Messrs. Balch, Bedell, Boyd, Cooke, Ducachet, Haight, Henderson, 
Irving, Mead, Milnor, Richmond, Robertson, Sherwood, Suddards, 
Turner, Van Pelt, and Wainwright; and Messrs. Gardiner, Hun- 
tington, Lovell, Minturn, Morgan, Newton, Rogers, Sands, Whar- 
ton, Winston, Wolfe, and Woolley. 

The Right Rev. the Bishop of New-York, being the senior 
Bishop present, presided. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Mr. Newton, as chairman of the Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Annual Report of the Treasurer of the Domestic Com- 
mittee, presented the following report,—which, on motion of the 
Rev. Mr. Bedell, was accepted : 

The Committee to whom was referred the accounts:of the Trea- 
surer of the Domestic Committee, have attended to the duty as- 
signed them, and report, that they do not find it necessary to make 
any inquiries, or to call for any explanations as authorized by the 
2nd By-law of this Board. 

Henry W. Ducacuet, 


Epwarp A. Newron, Committee. 
JoszrH Lovett, 


New-York, June 20, 1844. 


The following resolutions, submitted by the Rev. Mr. Irving, 
were adopted: 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this Board, attested by its 
Secretary, be referred to the two Committees for publication. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of the Board be printed in the 
“Spirit of Missions,” and that 250 copies be printed from the 
same types, as a separate pamphlet, with the usual title-page pre- 
fixed. 

Resolved, That the reports of the Treasurers be printed with the 
proceedings of the Board. 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of the two Committees be autho- 
rized to draw at their discretion on the Domestic and Foreign 
Funds, in equal parts, for the incidental expenses attending the pre- 
sent meeting of the Board. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be presented to the 
Treasurers 9f the Domestic and Foreign Committees, for their gra- 
tuitous ee be, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Board be presented to the Se- 
cretary for his gratuitous services. 
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On motion of Mr. Gardiner, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee appointed at the last Annual 
Meeting of the Board, to consider and report on the propriety of 
procuring an act of incorporation for the Board of Missions, be con- 
tinued. 

On motion of the Right Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, it was 

Resolved, That the following resolution, adopted at the last An- 
nual Meeting of the Board, be rescinded, viz: 

«That in any diocese now having a Bishop, or now recognized as 
a portion of the Domestic Missionary field, and to which the Board 
shall have appropriated $1000 per annum, if the income of the 
Bishop thereof do not exceed $500 raised for him by the diocese, 
the Committee shall have power to appropriate for his support $500 
per annum, or any less sum, equal to that raised by the diocese, 
in consideration of said Bishop’s supervising the Missionary opera- 
tions within his diocese.” 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Rhode Island, as Chairman of the 
Committee to whom was referred the Annual Report of the Foreign 
Committee, presented the following report : 

The Committee, to whom the Report of the Committee of Foreign 
Missions was referred, are happy to perceive, in the continued sup- 
ply of the needed funds, in the preservation of the lives of the 
missionaries, and the encouraging success of their labors, in the dif- 
ferent departments of the field occupied,—grounds of encourage- 
ment to the more extended and vigorous prosecution of the work ; 
and a loud call for renewed and devout gratitude to Him with- 
out whose blessing all human efforts to extend the influence of the 
Gospel, however wisely conceived and energetically sustained, 
would prove like beating the air. But God’s promises are sure, and 
his grace omnipotent. Relying on those promises, and sustained 
by that grace, we would offer the tribute of gratitude for the past, 
and look forward with brightening hopes to the future. 

The history of our oldest foreign mission is familiar to us all. Itis 
written in the intellectual cultivation and the moral improvement of 
multitudes, and we would fain hope, in the spiritual renovation of 
not a few of the sons and daughters of Greece, who, in the high sta- 
tions they are destined to occupy, will diffuse throughout that rege- 
nerated nation the good influences of the early tr aining they have 
received at the hands of Christian benevolence. 

That the increasing ability and willingness of the Greek 
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Government to provide the means of public education, have led to 
the curtailment of the expenses ofthe mission at Athens, so far from 
being a cause of discouragement to the friends of the work, affords one 
of the clearest illustrations that could have been given of the Chris- 
tian wisdom which led to the original selection of that field, of the 
fidelity with which it has been cultivated, and of the blessing of God 
upon this department of our operations. The means saved by a 
more economical arrangement of this mission, and a gradual reduc- 
tion of its expenses, on the scale proposed by the Foreign Committee, 
may be well employed in the growing mission among the Oriental 
Christians, to which two additional laborers have been sent during 
the past year. 

The resolution of the Board, at its last annual meeting, recom- 
mending the continuance of the Constantinople mission, and the re- 
appointment of the Rev. Mr. Southgate, followed up, as it was, by 
the sending out of two beloved and well qualified presbyters, as 
missionaries to Mesopotamia, may be considered as a reiteration of 
the fixed purpose of the Church to continue and enlarge those be- 
nevolent efforts for the spiritual improvement of the oppressed 
Churches of the East, which have been crowned with such en- 
couraging success in our early labors among the Greeks. 

To that department of the missionary enterprise which brings us 
into a fuller acquaintance and a deeper sympathy with Churches of 
Christ, tracing back their history to the infancy of our religion,— 
now, alas! fallen from their first love, and sunk in ignorance, from 
the long continued oppression of their Mohammedan masters,—your 
Committee look with strong interest as one which has powerful 
claims upon the liberal regards of Churchmen, and, if judiciously 
occupied, holding out the promise of unspeakable good to the cause 
of our common Christianity. Those Churches have been deceived 
and betrayed by those who came to them in the guise of friendship, 
but really designing to substitute for the yoke of political degrada- 
tion, the more intolerable one of spiritual despotism. 

To whom could they, with more propriety, look for sympathy 
and aid, than to those branches of the Reformed Church, retaining 
the same primitive creeds, the same three-fold ministry, and, sub- 
stantially, the same Liturgy which they have retained from primi- 
tive times, uncorrupted by the errors of Popery? Could we, by 
God’s blessing, become instrumental in reviving a taste for sacred 
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learning, the energy of primitive faith, and the fervor of primitive 
zeal and love among those simple-hearted Christian brethren, who 
are so ready to receive our kind offices in the same charitable spirit 
in which they would be offered,—who can estimate the results that 
would be produced, when the light of truth should again brightly 
shine in their sanctuaries, uncorrupted by the errors of tradition,— 
and the fire of missionary zeal be rekindled in their bosoms? They 
would become the most successful instruments in the conversion .of 
the followers of the false Prophet, to the Gospel faith,—and in 
the restoration of Gospel unity among the now disjointed mem- 
bers of the Redeemer’s mystical body—the Holy Catholic Church. 

Your Committee cannot but commend the Christian wisdom and 
firmness, the patient spirit, and the unwearied perseverance, with 
which the representative of this Church, in the capital of the Turk- 
ish empire, continues to prosecute his holy mission, “ through evil 
as well as through good report.” 

The strange attempts made to sully his fair fame, and cast reproach 
upon the Church of which he is aminister, by seeking to prove some 
connection between a bloody massacre of the Nestorians and the 
conduct of the mission, in conformity with instructions given by the 
late venerable presiding bishop and his Rt. Rev. associates, have been 
fully rebutted by the testimony of Dr. Grant and others; and their 
exposure, like that of all other assaults upon the Church, originating 
in falsehood or maliciousness, will produce a powerful re-action 
in favor of the cause which they were intended to destroy. Your 
Committee are persuaded, by the most satisfactory testimony, that 
while the Reverend brother referred to, has conducted his mission 
in strict conformity with the principles of the Church, and the instruc- 
tions given him when he entered upon the field, he has anxiously en- 
deavored to maintain a charitable spirit and a courteous deportment 
towards missionaries of other names. 

Your Committee decidedly approve of the decision of the Foreign 
Committee, that Messrs. Taylor and Miles should still have their at- 
tention directed exclusively to the field of labor originally assigned 
them among the Syrian Christians of Mesopotamia, instead of com- 
plying with the request of the latter, to enter upon missionary labors 
among the Armenians of Constantinople. They, however, believe 
that, in point of intelligence, industry, influence, and moral elevation 
of character, the Armenians are far in advance of the Syrians and 
Nestorians, as a body, and better prepared to appreciate, and profit by, 
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missionary efforts on the part of this Church. And among the two 
millions of Armenians, nearly two hundred thousand of whom are in 
the capital of Turkey, a wide field is open for the labors of as many 
missionaries as this Board may have it in its power to send, without 
interfering with any other mission now established among them. 
The Rev. Mr. Southgate, in addition to those direct and unwearied 
labors (managed with commendable sagacity and prudence) which 
have so greatly contributed to ameliorate the condition of the poor 
Churches of the Hast, and prepare the way for their more speedy and 
thorough reformation, statedly officiates, on the Lord’s day, to an 
English congregation at Pera,—has been engaged in the prepara- 
tion of a journal of his second tour of inquiry, and of a work illustra- 
tive of the history and present condition of the Oriental churches, 
which will be of much interest and value to the Christian commu- 
nity at home,—while he has been superintending the translation of 
the Book of Common Prayer of the English Church into the language 
of the Armenians, which will contribute much to remove their preju- 
dices against our Reformed Church, and to introduce among them 
purer and more elevated views of Christian doctrine and practice 
than they now entertain. ‘Thislatter work is at the expense of the 
“ Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge,” in the Church 
of England. 

Your Committee look with the deepest interest to this portion of 
our field of missions, and devoutly hope that the day is not far distant 
when there will be a disposition on the part of the whole Church to 
occupy it more extensively and effectively than it has yet been in 
our power to do. We regret to dissent from the judgment of the 
excellent Foreign Committee, even on a minor point. But believ- 
ing that, in their wide-spread influence and ultimate results, missions 
to the Eastern churches will have a more powerful influence upon 
the salvation of the world than any other in which this Church has 
yet engaged, your Committee are unanimously of the opinion that the 
leave asked by Mr. Southgate to return home for aseason, should be 
cheerfully granted. Let him revisit his native land, and lay before 
our congregations the facts which he has gathered during his long 
and careful observation of the state of the Oriental Churehes ;—the 
principles upon which the mission is conducted, (now so much mis- 
understood,) the inviting character of the field, and the promise held 
out of returns for the expense and the labors required for its evangeli- 
cal cultivation ; and it is believed that, by the blessing of God’s 
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grace, the slumbering energies of the Church would be aroused to 
action, and a system of operations commenced which would tell 
upon cis destinies of uncounted millions. 

We have seen the happy influence of the like measure upon the 
interests of the China mission. Let it be tried in reference to our 
Oriental missions, and we shall rejoice in the result ; or, if disap- 
pointed, have the consolation of knowing that the failure is not as- 
cribable to our own mismanagement or apathy. , 

Your Committee have dwelt the longer upon this department of 
our Foreign work, not that they are insensible to the momentous 
claims of our interesting missions to the heathen, but because they 
believed thatsomething would be expected of them in relation to the 
proper course of action at the present crisis—when the question 
seems to be whether we shall prosecute, with increased energy, the 
earliest Missionary work in which we ever engaged on a foreign 
shore, or, criminally despairing of success, abandon it forever. 
With regard to our other Foreign Missions, there is happily no dif- 
ference of opinion in the Church. The Texan Mission, though 
without any material change, is still ina state of encouraging pros- 


| perity. And while the African Mission has sustained a severe loss 


‘in the death of the Rev. Mr. Minor, and two of the female Mission- 


aries, and also a temporary interruption at one of the Stations, aris- 
ing from the treacherous conduct of the natives, the recent visit ot 
Dr. Savage to this country has been the means of procuring addi- 
tional laborers, and has excited a renewed interest at home, while 
the blessing of the Holy Spirit, in rendering the means of grace 
effectual to the conversion of several of the natives, has served to 
strengthen our faith in the promise, “ Ethiopia shall stretch out her 
hands unto God.” 

The visit of the Rev. Dr. Boone to this country has greatly in- . 
creased the interest felt in behalf of the Mission to China; God has 
opened the hearts of his people to pledge $9000 per annum for the 
sustaining of its enlarged operations. He will soon return to his 
wide field, accompanied by several fellow-laborers, and our prayer 
is that both he and they may be long spared to work for Christ 
among the heathen, and be chosen instruments of Heaven in the dif- 
Risin of light and salvation, far and wide, among the pies. 3 mil- 
lions of that dark empire. 

Your Committee entirely approve of the fésirbainade of the 
Board in reference to the sending of Missionary Bishops to the last 
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three named fields, and believe that it is presumption to hope for 
any very extensive blessing upon the Missions of the Church in a 
Jand where the Episcopacy has no existence—without sending the 
Ministry of the Church in its integrity—by placing at the head of 
every such Mission a successor of those who, under God, and by 
his appointment, were the source and root of the Church on earth. 
But as, according to the decision of one House in the last General 
Convention, no Bishop can be legally commissioned to a foreign land 
until the proposed change in the Constitution of our confederated 
Church shall be confirmed by the decision of that body, the Commit- 
tee deem it unnecessary to recommend any further action in relation 
to the appointment of Foreign Missionary Bishops, until legislation has 
restored to our Church the power of expansion, of which it is sup- 
posed to have deprived her, and removed that constitutional obsta- 
cle which renders it impossible for her to answer the chief end of her 
creation, by obeying the command of her Divine Head, “ Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature—and Lo! I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” 

It is cause of sincere gratitude that the apostolic plan of syste- 
matic charity is daily gaining favor and acceptance in the Church; 
and we would hope that the spirit of prayer for Missions is increas- 
ing in like proportion. The Church needs not men nor money for 
her service, so much as that which man cannot give, and money 
cannot purchase—the prayer of faith and the heart of love. May 
the Holy Spirit pour upon all orders and estates of men among us 
more of Missionary zeal and devotion! As to the union of heart 
and hand in this blessed work in the General Convention of 1835, 
we are indebted, under God, more than to any other cause, for the 
extension of sound doctrine and of a devotional spirit, which has 
since taken place—so any differences of sentiment, or alienation of 
feeling, which may now unhappily exist, are to be effectually reme- 
died, not by theological controversy, on conventional enactments, 
but by a renewed engagedness in the sacred work of making God’s 
way known upon earth, his saving health among all the nations. 

The Committee recommend, for the adoption of the Board, the 
following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the operations of this Board in the Foreign 
Department of the field of Missions, be again earnestly and aflec- 
tionately recommended to the kind consideration of the members 

18 
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of our communion as eminently entitled to their liberal benefactions, 
and to their fervent prayers for the blessing of Almighty God. 

2. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Board, it is highly 
desirable that the Missions of this Church among the Oriental 
Christians should receive a large accession of laborers, and of means 
for their support, and that the Foreign Committee be requested, so 
soon as funds may be raised for the purpose, to establish a Mis- 
-sion to the Armenians. 

8. Resolved, That the Foreign Committee be authorised and 
requested to grant the Rev. Horatio Southgate, our Missionary at 
Constantinople, permission to visit the United States in the spring 
of the year 1845, for the purpose of diffusing accurate information 
in reference to the condition and wants of the Churches in the 
East, and of awakening in the minds of the American Episcopa- 
lians a livelier and more active sympathy for those of our suffering 
brethren, in the bonds of a common faith. 

4. Resolved, That if, in the opinion of the Foreign Committee, 
it may be done without material injury to the Mission, the expenses 
of the Mission at Athens be gradually reduced to £400 sterling 
per annum. 

5. Resolved, That the brightening prospects of our Mission to 
China, and the rich blessing of God upon our Mission on the West- 
ern Coast of Africa, demand a warm expression of our gratitude to 
the Father of Mercies; and the Foreign Committee. are earnestly 
requested, by every practicable means, to foster and strengthen 
these Missions among the Heathen. 

6. Resolved, That the thanks of this Board are due to the 
members of the Committee of Foreign Missions, for the wisdom, 
zeal, and industry with which, during the past year, they have pro- 
secuted the important work entrusted to them. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. P. K. Hensuaw, 
Gro. Boyp, 
Jas. W. Cooxs, 
Josern Lovett, 
Epwarp A. Newron. 


The undersigned, while concurring generally with the other 
members of the Committee, in the report to which his signature is 
attached, is compelled to differ from them in the measure proposed 
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with respect to the Armenian Christians of Constantinople. If means 
sufficiently abundant to sustain an efficient number of Missionaries 
to the Armenians, and specifically pledged for this purpose, without 
affecting the increase and expansion of other Missions, could be ob- 
tained for this purpose, then only would he feel gratified in assenting 
to the view of the other members of the Committee on this subject, 
Confining our attention for the present to the Mission to the Greeks 
of Constantinople, under our faithful and indefatigable Missionary, 
the Rev. Mr. Southgate, and that to the Syrian Church of Mesopo- 
tamia, he would desire to see the energies of the Church more 
largely directed to the Missionary work among the Heathen. 
James W. Cooke. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, the first resolution, connected 
with the Report, was adopted. 

Pending the consideration of the second resolution, the Rev. Mr. 
Irving, Secretary and General Agent of the Foreign Committee, 
was called upon to read the Annual Report of the Rev. Mr. South- 
gate, Missionary at Constantinople, when, on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Board adjourn to attend the usual divine ser- 
vice, in St. John’s Church, at 85 o’clock to-morrow morning, and 
to proceed to business immediately afterwards. 


June 21st, 84 o'clock. 

The Board met, attended divine service, and afterwards proceed- 
ed to business. 

Present: The Rt. Rev. the Bishops of New-York, New-Jersey, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island; the Rev. Messrs. 
Balch, Bedell, Boyd, Cooke, Ducachet, Haight, Harris, Henderson, Ir- 
ving, Mead, Milnor, Richmond, Robertson, Sherwood, Suddards, Van 
Pelt, and Wainwright ; and Messrs. De Peyster, Gardiner, Hunting- 
ton, Lovell, Newton, Sands, Wharton, Winston, Wolfe, and 
Woolley. 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-York, being the senior Bishop 
present, presided. 

The roll having been called, and the minutes of the last meeting 
read and approved, the Rev. Mr. Cooke, in the absence of the Rev. 
Mr. Irving, Secretary and General Agent of the Foreign Commit- 
tee, read the Rev. Mr. Southgate’s Report ; which being concluded, 

The Rev. Mr. Cooke moved to refer the pending resolution to the 
Special Committee on the Mission to Constantinople. 
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After a prolonged discussion, the Rev. Dr. Mead moved the pre- 
vious question, when the Chair put the question, Shail the main 
question be now put? which was agreed to. 

The question of reference being put, it was lost. 

The Rev. Dr. Milnor moved to amend the resolution by inserting 
the following words, “ without designing to interfere with the Mis- 
sion to the Greeks at Constantinople.” 

The second resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

The third resolution was, on motion of the Rev. Dr. Mead, 
amended by striking out the word “spring,” and inserting the word 
“ course.” 

The third resolution, as amended, was passed. 

The fourth resolution being under consideration, the Rev. Dr. 
Milnor moved to amend it by striking out £400, and inserting £500, 
which was carried. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

The fifth resolution was adopted. 

The sixth resolution being under consideration, the Rev. Dr. 
Wainwright moved to amend it, by striking out the words “ are due,” 
and inserting in lieu thereof “be given,” which was carried. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 

On motion of the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Rhode Island, the series 
of resolutions was adopted unanimously. 

On motion of the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, it was 

Resolved, That the suggestion of the Rev. Mr. Southgate, re- 
specting his being accompanied to this country by a Syrian Bishop, 
be referred, for such action as they may think proper, to the Bishops 
present, 

The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the Annual Report of the Domestic 
Committee, presented the following Report : 

The Report of the Domestic Committee, of which the undersigned 
have charge, presents no point of special interest, except the plan for 
an Episcopate among the Indians. Of this, being the subject of a 
report by a Special Committee, they deem it not incumbent on them 
to speak, farther than to express their cordial approbation of the pro- 
ject, and their earnest desire for its accomplishment. Of the duty of 
the Church to offer to these children of the soil her best advantages, 
her most complete protection, her means of grace, her hope of glory, 
none can doubt. ‘That their recent establishment in the Indian Ter- 
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ritory affords a favorable opportunity, and that all circumstances 


conspire to encourage the attempt at once, the interesting journal of 
a tour of exploration by the Secretary and General Agent, at the in- 
stance of the Domestic Committee, makes perfectly apparent. It 
should be in all the prayers of Churchmen, that the Indian Mission, 
complete in all its parts, be organized and put in full effect at the ap- 
proaching General Convention. There is no clearer duty. There is 
none, if rightly prosecuted, of more encouragement. 

The operations of the Committee during the year have gone on 
quietly and prosperously. No extension of effort has been author- 
ized by the contributions of the Church. The engagements of the 
department, however, have been met. The Committee speak with 
feeling of the uncertainty and want of confidence by which their 
work is clouded from the irregularity with which supplies come in. 
The plan of systematic charity, it is gratifying to perceive, is be- 
coming daily more extensive and more effective. But to its full 
effect the collection not only should be systematic, but the return of 
the results into the treasury. The Committee wish to make their pay- 
ments quarterly ; therefore their receipts should be at least as often. 
In practice, they are apt to be kept back till towards the close of the 
year. If all the drops of rain that are to fall in any month were 
hoarded until the last day of it, the inundation would have come 
too late ta save the drought. 

The changes made in recent years in the administration of Do- 
mestic Missions have greatly reduced the duties and the labors of 
the office. The Committee are authorized by the Secretary and 
General Agent to say, that in his judgment the whole time of a pres- 
byter is not required for their discharge ; and that for the remaining 
work, exclusive of clerk hire, one thousand dollars per annum will be 
a sufficient appropriation. The Committee deem it just in this con- 
nection to bear their testimony to the zeal, devotion, and ability of 
the present Secretary and General Agent; and to express the hope 
that he may still continue in charge of the department. 

The subject of expanding the operations of the Domestic field for 
the latter half of the current year, submitted to the undersigned by 
the Committee, is confidently referred back to them as most compe- 
tent to judge, and worthy of all confidence. 

In regard to the appointment of more Missionary Bishops, the 
judgment of the undersigned is unanimous and decided, that the 
present Missionary Bishops should first be restored to their just re- 
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jations to the work. It was never designed by the Church, that to their 
great and arduous work as pioneer Apostles, the care of organized 
dioceses should be added. It was readily seen, as the fact has been, 
that the organization of new dioceses would be the immediate result 
of their ministrations. But it was expected that such should take 
measures to secure for themselves the diocesan Episcopacy, that the 
feet of the Missionary Bishop might be free to enter upon new fields, 
and break up new ground, and reclaim new territory for the Cross. 
It is hoped. that this expectation is now in several instances to be 
realized. The Missionary Bishops will then go westward with the 
star of empire, to be followed in like manner by new organizations 
of fixed centres and a stationary Episcopacy. In the judgment of 
the undersigned, not more than two Missionary Bishops are called 
for by the present aspect of affairs. The very interesting report of 
the Missionary Bishop for the North-West will happily illustrate to 
the Church the value of the office, and the untiring zeal and wide 
forecasting wisdom of its excellent incumbent. 

The attention of the Committee to the suggestion of the report as 
to the mode in which the Board can best contribute to the support 
of the Episcopate in organized dioceses, is happily relieved by the 
repeal of the resolution of 1843, by which the power to do so was 
given to the Domestic Committee. The Missionary Episcopate is 
to be provided for by us. The support of Bishops in the several 
dioceses rightly devolves on them. The Missionaries to whose 
support this Board contributes are their Missionaries respectively. 
Their supervision of them is at once their duty, their interest, and 
their pleasure. The undersigned deprecate the idea that the Board 
or the Committee have Missionaries of their own. The office of 
both in this department is eleemosynary merely. 

The undersigned entirely sympathize with the Domestic Com- 
mittee in the interest manifested in their report as to the adequate 
salaries of Missionaries, as to the building of Churches in various 
portions of the Missionary field, and as to a system of reporting 
Missionary labors most influential for good upon the whole. But 
they see no benefit and no propriety in raising special committees on 
these subjects to report at the annual meeting. 'They rather re- 
eommit them all to the Domestic Committee, as certain that no 
other hands can do what theirs cannot. The adequate support of 
Missionaries can only be secured by the heart of the Church warm- 
ing to its work, 'This is to be looked for to the divine blessing on 
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the pastoral influence through the appointed means of grace. The 
building of new churches, though of the first importance, is not the 
work of the Committee or of the Board. It isalocal work. It must 
be done by those whom it concerns. The means for such an under- 
taking must be immense. The distribution of them must be most 
invidious. The people of every station can best judge of their own 
ability, and best consult their own convenience and taste. If they 
need assistance, they must seek for it. It is a species of application 
to which the heart of every pious Churchman promptly responds, 
and his hand spontaneously opens. The subject of Missionary 
reports lies now with the several Bishops whose Missionaries are 
aided by this Board. Itis just to presume that they oversee their 
fields of labor, and are satisfied with the reports of their laborers. 
We may fairly rely upon, and affectionately solicit from these Bishops 
such statements as will present the condition of the Missionary 
work fairly to the Church, and interest Churchmen in. its support. 
But we cannot require it beyond the business details. More than 
this: We may pamper a diseased and exacting spirit. When the 
first Christians gave their hearts to the Lord, they gave their money 
to the Apostles. They were content to give, as well as walk by 
faith. Is that true charity which lives by sight? The left hand of 
the Christian should not know the right hand’s work. 

The undersigned have no action to propose on the subject of the 
Jews, or of the French and German residents in the United States, 
These subjects are in the best hands with the Domestic Committee. 
They are full of interest, and will lead in due time to rich results. 

In conclusion, the Committee recommend the following resolu- 
tions for adoption by the Board : 

1. Resolved, That the Domestic Missions of the Church, and her 
faithful servants, the Domestic Committee and its officers, and the 
Domestic Missionaries, are commended anew to the prayers and 
patronage of Churchmen, with encouraging confidence for the future 
from the consideration of all the past. 

2. Resolved, That the full carrying out of the plan of systematic 
charity heretofore recommended, and of constantly increasing adop- 
tion, is earnestly commended anew to every person, and to every 
member of the Church, as the best reliance under God for a full, 
constant, equable, and adequate supply of Missionary means. 

3. Resolved, That in consequence of the great reduction in the 
duties of the office of the Domestic Committee, by reason. of recent 
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enactments of this Board, partly through the diminution of corres- 
pondence with the Missionaries, now conducted with their several 
Bishops, and partly through the increased operation of various plans 
of systematic charity, supplying the Missionary income without ex- 
pense or effort on the part of the Secretary and General Agent, the 
salary of that officer may now be justly and safely reduced to one 
thousand dollars, exclusive of clerk hire, to take effect at the triennial 
meeting of the Board. 

G. W. Doang, Chairman. 

Wm. Coorer Mean, 

Wm. SupparDs. 

R. H. Garpiner. 

JosepH SANDs. 

The resolutions connected with the Report, were adopted. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. McVickar, the following resolution 
was adopted : 

Resolved, That the proposed action of the Board, touching Mis- 
sionary operations in the Indian Territory, and more especially the 
endowment of the Indian Bishopric, be, and hereby is, affectionately 
and earnestly commended to the sympathy and liberality of Church- 
men, with a view to enable the ensuing General Convention to act 
efficiently in the premises. 

Mr. Gardiner, as Chairman of the Committee to whom was re- 
ferred the Annual Report of the Treasurer of the Foreign Commit- 
tee, presented the following Report, which, en motion, was accepted : 

The Committee to whom was referred the account of the T'reas- 
urer of the Foreign Committee of this Board, respectfully report : 
That they have examined the same, and find it duly audited, and 
recommend that, together with the explanatory note of the Secreta- 
ry and General Agent, it be received and printed with the Journal of 
this Board. R. H. Garpiner, 

Josern Lovett, 


J. J. Roperrson. 
New-York, June 20, 1844. 


On motion of the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee to correspond with the Church of 
England in reference to China, be continued. 

On motion of the Rt. Rev, the Bishop of New-York, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Board be authorized to make 
arrangements for the place of the Triennial Meeting, on the second 
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day of the session of the next General Convention, and to fix the 
hour of meeting. 

On motion of the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey, it was 

Resolved, That it be the duty of the Secretary and General Agent 
of the Domestic Committee, before the Triennial Meeting of the 
Board, to consult with the Bishops of this Church, or with any of 
them, as to his visiting the cities and principal towns in their Dio- 
ceses, with a view to solicit from individuals the amount of $20,000, 
as an endowment for the Indian Bishopric, in such way as in his 
judgment shall interfere least with the plan of systematic charity 
now so general in the Church; and to take any other measures to 
that end which the Domestic Committee may authorize. 

On motion of the Rev. Dr. Milnor, it was 

Resolved, That it be referred to the two Secretaries and General 
Agents, to prepare the Triennial Report of the Board to the General 
Convention, and present the same at the next meeting of the Board, 

On motion, it was 

Resolved, That after uniting in suitable devotions, the Board ad- 
journ. 

The Board then united in singing the 103d hymn, andvin prayer 
offered by the Bishop of New-York. 

The Board adjourned sine die. 

Attest, P, VAN PELT, 


Secretary. 


Committecs yet to Weport. 


On the Past Proceedings of the Board in relation to the Mission to Constanti- 
nople: 
The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Maryland. 
Rev. Wituiam C. Mean, D. D. 
Rev. Atonzo Porrer, D. D. 
E. A. Newron, Esq. 
G. M. Wuarton, Esq. 


—— 


On the Act of Incorporation : 


Rev. JamEsS Mitnor, D. D. 
m D. A. Cusuman, Esq. 
R. B. Minturn, Esq. 


To open a Correspondence with the Proper Authorities of the Church of England 
in reference to China: 


The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey. 
The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Maryland. 
The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of Delaware. 


—_—— 


To prepare a List of Books suitable for a Missionary Library : 


The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of North Carolina. 
The Rt. Rev. the Bishop of New-Jersey. 
The Rt. Rey. the Bishop of Maryland. 


